Approval Form for 

Proposed Senior Honors Project
Student:  _______________________________________
Title of Project:___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Type of Project (circle one):  
Research
Creative Endeavor 
Service Project
Expected year/semester of graduation ____________________________

When will you enroll in IDS601H (year/semester)? _________________

Student’s Major Department:    _______________________________  _

This project will be undertaken in the following course:
_____________________________________________________________________

Course Number     Course Title                                                        Semester (s)                                                        Advisor Name
Approved         Disapproved                _________________________________________
                                                                 Signature of Faculty Advisor                            Date

Approved         Disapproved
                                                             _________________________________________

                                                                  Signature of Department Chair                         Date             
Approved         Disapproved                _________________________________________

                                                                  Signature of Honors Program Coordinator             Date

PLEASE ATTACH A 2-3 PAGE PROPOSAL OF YOUR PROJECT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HONORS THESIS AND THESIS PROCESS FOR THE APPROVING FACULTY MEMBER

Please know that in signing this form, you are making an agreement with the student to advise this thesis project to completion. 

The honors thesis is a requirement of all students of the Commonwealth Honors Program before they can graduate with the designation "Commonwealth Honors Scholar."

As an intensive research or creative project is a serious endeavor at the undergraduate level, we provide our students with a great deal of support. As part of the required honors coursework, each honors student must enroll in IDS 600H Junior Honors Seminar (usually taken in the spring) and IDS 601H Senior Honors Seminar (usually taken in the fall). These 1.5 credit courses help students generate thesis projects and submit thesis proposals to possible advisors (in 600H) and begin work on their projects and stay on track (in 601H). These courses also provide professionalizing opportunities for the students that prepare them for applying to graduate school or for careers.
By agreeing to advise an honors thesis, you are taking on the responsibility for shepherding this student’s project to completion. If the student is completing the thesis in a capstone course for the major, this student will require extra attention and should be held to a higher standard. If the thesis will be completed in a directed study, as most theses are, the recommended weekly meetings and support with the drafting of the project is compensated with .5 SCHI, rather than the .25 SCCHI. If you are not teaching an honors-designated thesis course (one that ends in an “H,” such as ENL 601H), please write “Honors Thesis Course” very clearly at the top of the directed study creation form to ensure you are compensated properly. If you are unsure which course number to use, contact the Honors Program Chair at honors@salemstate.edu.
Honors thesis projects may be completed in one semester, but often take two semesters—the entire senior year. The university agrees to provide faculty with one .5 SCHI directed study to provide support for thesis work. Faculty may only receive .5 SCHI for directing an honors thesis, whether or not they provide advising during one or both semesters of a student's senior year. For this reason, please be clear with your thesis advisee about your expectations regarding the timeline for the completion of this thesis. The creation of a contract that specifies due dates and assessment criteria is recommended to ensure that faculty and students are in complete agreement on requirements.
All faculty advising thesis projects have access to the “Honors Thesis Advisors” Canvas course. This contains more information about the thesis process and opportunities, and can be found at this address: https://elearning.salemstate.edu/courses/1127491
If you have difficulty accessing this course, please email honors@salemstate.edu for assistance.
