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I. Content Specifications 

A. Research Option:

Research manuscripts traditionally include the items noted below.
· Introduction: with rationale
· Summary of work of previous researchers 

· Explanation of current methodology and goals 

· Report and discussion of research results 

· Conclusions and implications for future research 

· Bibliography 

· Appendix (optional) 

B. Creative or Civic Engagement Project Option:

All creative or civic engagement thesis projects are expected to include a research component, though it need not look like the research option above.


Manuscripts should include minimally two of these: 
· Contextual information: e.g., discussion of theoretical or artistic influences 

· Process information: e.g., what did you wish to achieve? How did you set out to achieve the goals? 

· Reflections: e.g., what did you learn or contribute? What changes would you make in hindsight? Implications or suggestions for the future? 

Additionally, manuscripts must include an appendix for artifacts that document the project (e.g., videotape of choreographed dance performance). 

Project outcomes often conform to a professional format appropriate to the field of study, e.g., case study, novel, curriculum module, photojournalistic essay, film, website CD, screenplay, original art, choreography, musical score, engineering design, a report, etc. Therefore, project manuscripts may take a variety of forms.

There is no required number of pages for an honors thesis. Students and thesis advisors should work together to decide what would be appropriate for the discipline. Often, the length of a professional publication in the field is a reasonable guide.

II. Formatting Specifications

· Bring your signed Completion Form to the Honors Center office and submit your thesis on Canvas in digital form. Microsoft .doc/.docx format, or .pdf is preferred.
· Please submit one unbound copy of your senior honors project to your thesis advisor. You do not need to submit a hard copy to the Honors Center office.
· Include the following, in this order: the standard Title Page (see attached), Abstract, Table of Contents (if the thesis is more than 10 pages), Acknowledgements, List of Tables and Figures (if applicable), the text of the paper, Works Cited/ References, and Appendices (if applicable). 
· Margins:  1.5” on left, 1” on right, top, and bottom

· Pagination: Every page in the thesis must be counted, including prefatory materials and appendices. Use small Roman numerals for the front matter and Arabic numerals for the text (the text must begin with page 1).

· Typeface: Use a standard typeface (e.g., New Times Roman) of 12-point size. Do not use italic (script) print except for foreign words, book and journal titles, and special emphasis. Reduced type may be used within tables, figures, appendices. 

· Double-space, except where appropriate (e.g., end notes or tables).

· Departments may have additional formatting and submission requirements. For example, mathematics thesis are formatted in LateX software and saved in .pdf.

· Submit your thesis to Canvas and hand in your signed Approval Form to the Honors Program Office with the before the end of Finals. Electronic signatures are acceptable.
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